Pathophysiology and management of phantom limb pain.
Phantom pain phenomenon is a poorly understood but relatively common sequela of limb amputation that may result in significant psychological and physical morbidity. In this review, proposed pathoneurophysiological mechanisms for the development of phantom pain are reviewed as well as psychological mechanisms that may be involved. The authors recommend an integrated approach to management of chronic phantom pain that takes into consideration the multiple factors that may contribute to its etiology.